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Carbon Neutrality Policies and Future Agricultural International Competition:
A Comparison of China, the United States, and the European Union
CAI Lu CHEN Yangfen ZHANG Zhenggui GAO Lei

Abstract: Against the backdrop of accelerating global carbon neutrality agendas and the emerging trend of de-
globalization, the potential impact of carbon neutrality policies on future agricultural international competition
has gradually become a focal issue. Agriculture, as the cornerstone of social stability, if endowed with com-
petitive attributes by carbon neutrality policies, will affect a nation’s agricultural international competitive-
ness, thus threatening national food security and hindering economic development. This study systematically
analyzes the formulation logic of agricultural carbon neutrality policies in the United States (U. S.), the Eu-
ropean Union (EU), and China, as well as their impact on international trade in agricultural products. It
compares the advantages and disadvantages of China’s policies with those of the U.S. and EU and proposes
recommendations for improving China’s agricultural carbon neutrality policies and participating in future agri-
cultural international competition. The study finds that the policies of the three countries (regions) reflect
their respective strategic considerations in addressing climate challenges and agricultural international compe-
tition. The policies of the U. S. and the EU are distinctly competitive, emphasizing the formation of climate com-
petitive advantages through technology and standards, establishing climate-trade alliances, and leveraging these alli-
ances to influence international trade in agricultural products, thereby consolidating and enhancing competitive advan-
tages. China’s policies, on the other hand, are not aimed at competition but focus on showcasing the “Chinese solu-
tion”, which balances security, growth, and environmental sustainability. The combination of “an active government”
and “an efficient market” is the strength of China’s policies. However, China’s policies still have shortcomings in
terms of international cooperation, technological research and development, and market tools, and may face challenges
from the green trade barriers of the U. S. and EU. Therefore, it is recommended that China strengthen cooperation
with countries along the “Belt and Road”, enhance key technological research and development, improve market poli-
cies, and uphold the advantages of “an active government” in order to better participate in global climate governance
and address future agricultural international competition.

Keywords: Agricultural Carbon Neutrality Policy; Climate-Trade Alliance; International Trade in

Agricultural Products; Agricultural International Competition
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The Revision of Japan’s Agricultural Basic Law and its Implications
LI Yingbin FENG Hui ZHANG Guogiao

Abstract; In 1961, Japan formulated the Agricultural Basic Law, establishing a system of agricultural fun-
damental institutions focused on boosting agricultural productivity and increasing the income of those engaged
in farming. In response to domestic socio-economic transformations, Japan abolished the Agricultural Basic
Law in 1999 and formulated the Food , Agriculture, and Rural Areas Basic Law, which outlined four key
principles: ensuring stable food supply, leveraging agriculture’ s multifunctionality, promoting sustainable
agricultural development, and revitalizing rural areas. In June 2024, Japan’s National Diet comprehensively
revised this law, which will ensure food security as the core concept of the basic law on agriculture, add the
basic concept of “building a food system in harmony with the environment”, clarify the new direction of agri-
cultural production development, and promote rural communities to be maintained in the context of
population decline. China is promoting the revision of the Agricultural Law of the People’s Republic of
China. We can draw lessons from Japan’s experience in revising its basic agricultural law, adhere to the com-
bination of principles and constraints, stability and adaptability, take ensuring food security as the primary
goal and implement quantitative management, strengthen the orientation of green agricultural development,
and give priority to ensuring the supply of factors for agricultural and rural development.

Keywords: Agricultural Law Revision; Japan’s Agricultural Basic Law; Food Self-sufficiency Rate; Food ,

Agriculture and Rural Development Basic Plan
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Route Layout Characteristics, Risk Analysis, and Response Strategies for

Maritime Transport in China’s Grain Imports

WANG Tianzi LI Tianxiang CHEN Yanhui
Abstract: Grain imports have become an essential component in ensuring China’s food security. Given that o-
ver 90% of China’s grain imports rely on maritime transport, the security and smooth operation of maritime
corridors are critical to maintaining the stability of the country’s grain import supply chain. This paper, based
on detailed maritime data, systematically analyzes the layout and potential risks of China’s grain import mari-
time corridors. The study reveals that China’s grain import maritime routes are highly concentrated and
fixed, with three main routes from the Americas to China carrying over 80% of the total transport volume,
and half of the grain imports passing through the Strait of Malacca. This heavy dependence on a limited num-
ber of routes and key nodes significantly increases the risk and vulnerability of the transportation sys-
tem. Factors such as extreme weather, congestion in key shipping lanes, piracy, and geopolitical conflicts
could lead to disruptions, blockages, and security threats. Moreover, fluctuations in shipping rates and the in-
herent characteristics of grain further contribute to the instability of maritime transport. Based on these find-
ings, this paper proposes recommendations to enhance China’s grain import maritime risk prevention capabil-
ities, focusing on strengthening the construction of international shipping corridors, expanding diversified
shipping routes, optimizing inland grain logistics networks, and improving risk monitoring and early warning
systems.

Keywords: Grain Security; Maritime Transport; Shipping Routes; Transport Risks; Response Strategies
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